
Basis of Union  
 
Preamble 
 
We, the regularly constituted representatives of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, moved by the conviction that we are united in spirit and purpose and are in agreement on the 
substance of the Christian faith and the essential character of the Christian life; 
 
Affirming our devotion to one God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our membership in the holy catho-
lic Church, which is greater than any single Church and than all the Churches together; 
 
Believing that denominations exist not for themselves but as parts of that Church, within which each denomina-
tion is to live and labor and, if need be, die; and 
 
Confronting the divisions and hostilities of our world, and hearing with a deepened sense of responsibility the 
prayer of our Lord "that they all may be one"; 
 
Do now declare ourselves to be one body, and do set forth the following articles of agreement as the basis of 
our life, fellowship, witness, and proclamation of the Gospel to all nations. 
 
I. Name 
 
The name of the Church formed by this union shall be UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
 
This name expresses a fact: it stands for the accomplished union of two church bodies each of which has arisen 
from a similar union of two church bodies. It also expresses a hope: that in time soon to come, by further union 
between this Church and other bodies, there shall arise a more inclusive United Church. 
 
II. Faith 
 
The faith which unites us and to which we bear witness is that faith in God which the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments set forth, which the ancient Church expressed in the ecumenical creeds, to which our own 
spiritual fathers gave utterance in the evangelical confessions of the Reformation, and which we are in duty 
bound to express in the words of our time as God Himself gives us light. In all our expressions of that faith we 
seek to preserve unity of heart and spirit with those who have gone before us as well as those who now labor 
with us. 
 
In token of that faith we unite in the following confession, as embodying those things most surely believed and 
taught among us: 
 
We believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
Son, our Lord and Savior, who for us and our salvation lived and died and rose again and lives for evermore; 
and in the Holy Spirit, who takes of the things of Christ and shows them to us, renewing, comforting and in-
spiring the souls of men. 
 
We acknowledge one holy catholic Church, the innumerable company of those who, in every age and nation, 
are united by the Holy Spirit to God in Christ, are one body in Christ, and have communion with Him and with 
one another. 
 
We acknowledge as part of this universal fellowship all throughout the world who profess this faith in Jesus 
Christ and follow Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
We hold the Church to be established for calling men to repentance and faith, for the public worship of God, 
for the confession of His name by word and deed, for the administration of the sacraments, for witnessing to 



the saving grace of God in Christ, for the upbuilding of the saints, and for the universal propagation of the Gospel; 
and in the power of the love of God in Christ we labor for the progress of knowledge, the promotion of justice, the 
reign of peace, and the realization of human brotherhood. 
 
Depending, as did our fathers, upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, we work and 
pray for the consummation of the Kingdom of God, and we look with faith for the triumph of righteousness and for 
the life everlasting. 
 
# # # #  
 
 
The Basis of Union, 1943, was an early agreement between the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church. It was formulated during World War II, a time like our own when churches believed 
it was God's call to witness to unity as a sign of reconciliation in a divided and despairing world. The agreement set 
the stage for the 1957 union of the two communions into the United Church of Christ. 
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